
THE BIG STORY

GOD  – H I S  WORD, H I S  WORLD



WHAT WE’RE COVERING…
� The main story of the Bible

� 4,000~3.6 billion years of history covered by 40 authors in 66 books

� No time for depth

…AND WHY
� To help piece together the Bible’s various books

� To give a different perspective from reading it slowly

� To understand what God has been doing throughout history, so that…

� We can know Him more and help others to know Him more

(definitely not an academic exercise – although it may feel like it at times!)



ORIGINS
� God creates everything, and creates humans in his image – all “good!”

� God “walks with” mankind, gives them free will and puts them in charge

� The humans rebel (with help) and face the inevitable consequences:

� The ground is “cursed”

� Work will be a toil right until death

� Childbirth pain is “multiplied”

� Relationships will break down (with God and each other)

� But there is also a promise for the ‘serpent’ (Satan) who led them astray:

“[the woman’s offspring] shall strike your head,

and you shall strike his heel.” (Gen 3:15)
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CALLING
� From here humanity just plummets further into those consequences

� God eventually presses the reset button and starts again with Noah

� About 900 years (and 10 generations) after Noah is born, his ancestor Abram 

(later renamed Abraham) is called by God:

“Go from your country, your people and your father’s house to the land I will show 

you, I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you… And all peoples on 

earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:1-3)

� Abram obeys and eventually has a son (Isaac), and then a grandson (Jacob).

� Jacob (aka Israel) has twelve sons, including Joseph (Prime Minister of Egypt) 

and Judah (uber-blessed – Gen 49). They all move to Egypt.
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EXODUS
� Over the next 215-430 years (opinions differ) this family multiplies in number 

(probably over 2 million) and becomes slaves to the Egyptians

� After hearing their cries for mercy, God calls Moses to lead his people out of 

Egypt and into freedom, to fulfil the first part of the promise to Abraham.

� Moses does this, with some divine assistance

� God gives his people the law and makes a covenant with them (all of them)

� The Israelites take 40 years (a whole generation) to do an 11-day journey

� Joshua takes over leadership from Moses and leads the Israelites into the 

promised land (Joshua 1)
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TRIBES
� Joshua leads the Israelites in conquest 

against a number of different nations or 

tribes.

� Generally speaking these other tribes are 

completely destroyed.

� NB: Genesis 15:16

� The second half of the book of Joshua 

divides up the land by tribe (in lots of 

detail). Cities of refuge are also allocated

� Before his death he reminds the people to 

keep their covenant with God.
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JUDGES
� They don’t keep it up for long!

� There was no natural succession of leaders.

� The conquest of the land of Israel takes a long time and leaders (“Judges”) 

were needed at key times to “Judge Israel,” fending off enemies and sometimes 

ushering in a period of peace.

� Most weren’t stereotypical leaders and many had serious character flaws.

� God works through these people despite Israel moving further and further 

from their God.

“In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.” (Judges 21:25)

� Ruth set during this period
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KINGS (AND QUEEN)
� The Israelites start to demand a king so they can be like                              

the nations around them (they really aren’t getting their calling)

� Samuel, the final judge, anoints Saul (really tall and handsome) and then anoints 

David (young shepherd boy, also handsome) to be Israel’s king.

� David (murderer, adulterer), 1,000 years before Jesus comes is the pinnacle of 

Israel’s kingship. He is “a man after God’s own heart!”

� Solomon, David’s son, builds a temple to God when he’s king, but sets a trend 

for horrendous decision-making.

� After Solomon, the kingdom splits in two: Judah (South) and Israel (North)

� Over the next few hundred years the kings of Israel lead them further and 

further from God. Only 3 out of 20 southern kings/queen met David’s 

standard. None of the 20 northern kings did.
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EXILE AND BACK
� Ultimately, neither kingdom could keep it together and they 

faced the consequences of their broken covenant:

� The north was assimilated by the Assyrians in 722 BC

� Judah was ultimately exiled to Babylon in 586 BC

� Exiles continue to seek after God even in Babylon, and many 

return to Jerusalem in three main groups:

� Zerubbabel (538 BC) – laid foundation for 2nd temple

� Ezra (458 BC) – building the 2nd temple

� Nehemiah (432 BC) – rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem

� The book of Esther was set around this time
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INTERLUDE: PROPHETS
� In amongst all the failure God continues to speak

� God has always spoken to and guided His people, despite their 

failings, and often at their lowest and most vulnerable points.

� In Israel prophets had a special place in speaking to the people 

and their leaders to guide them.

� Reaffirmed their covenant with God

� Mission also re-stated at the point of darkest despair: Is 49

� While the prophets always spoke to their audience of peers, 

there are a number of references that clearly point to a future 

saviour that would restore man to full relationship with God 

under a new covenant (Jer 31, Is 59)
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EMPIRES
� The last book of the Old Testament happens around 430 BC 

(Malachi), then there is apparent silence for 400 years.

� But God can be seen at work.

� After its capture in 586 BC Judah existed under a number of different empires.

� Babylonians (6th Century BC)

� Medo-Persians (4-6th Century BC)

� Greeks (1-4th Century BC) – common trade language across Southern 

Europe, the Middle East and across to India

� Romans (64 BC – 4th Century AD) – common law and citizenship across 

Western and Southern Europe, North Africa and the Middle East

� Israel was a place of unrest and revolt during this period
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JESUS
� Into this prophetic silence and political unrest Jesus is born.

� Israel is looking for a Messiah to overthrow their Roman oppressors.

� God is looking for a way to reconcile His people to Himself: Emmanuel

� Around the age of 35, after a public ministry of 3-4 years, sinless Jesus is 

tortured, and then executed by the Romans on a cross.

� Three days later he rises from the dead, victorious over sin and death.

� A new covenant: humanity restored to a place of relationship with God

� Before ascending to heaven Jesus gives his disciples a familiar mission:

“…you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)
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EARLY CHURCH
� The Holy Spirit is poured out on Jesus’ disciples on the Day of Pentecost 

and Peter preaches to the crowds gathered from across the empire.

� In one day “about 3,000” people from across the Roman empire are 

baptised and take the gospel (“Good News”) back to where they came.

� Jesus disciples’ then start to take the gospel into Jerusalem, Judea and 

Samaria, eventually sharing with non-Jews as well as Jews.

� Saul converts from Judaism to Christianity and goes from persecutor to 

missionary, and is renamed Paul. The context is set:

� Jews dispersed across the Roman empire

� Speaking (and writing) in a common Greek language

� Protected as a Roman citizen and able to travel across the empire
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COMPLETION
� Jesus won on the cross and then propelled his gospel into the world

� For 2,000 years his gospel has been advancing throughout the world

� Jesus’ victory is a final one, and the book of Revelation speaks about how things 

finish: a new heaven and a new earth: mankind restored to God, walking with 

God for eternity.

“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man, and He will live with them.

They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them as their God.

He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and there will be no more death or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the former things have passed away.” (Rev 21:3-4)
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REFLECT
� What is your one main reflection or the thing that grabbed you?

� Here are a few of mine:

1. There is a big story – 40 authors, 66 books
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REFLECT…
� What is your one main reflection or point of note?

� Here are a few of mine:

1. There is a big story – 40 authors, 66 books tie together across millennia

2. Hope! No individual or situation is too messed up for God to use.

3. God has done everything possible to live in relationship with you.

4. And with everyone else. His mission is unchanged.

a. Attend (22-24 March)

b. Read (e.g. “ReadScripture” app)

c. Hope
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