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Before we start…

• Come, Holy Spirit…
• I was IN THE SPIRIT on the Lord’s Day and I heard… (Rev. 1:10)
• And the first voice…[said], ‘Come up here..’...Immediately, I 

was IN THE SPIRIT…(Rev. 4:1-2)
• So [the angel] carried me away IN THE SPIRIT…(Rev. 17:3)
• And [the angel] carried me away IN THE SPIRIT…(Rev. 21:10)

• If you are going to understand Revelation, you have to 
be ‘in the Spirit’
• ‘He who has hears to hear, let him hear’ (Matt. 13:9)



What is Revelation to you?



The introduction says it all

‘John, to the SEVEN CHURCHES which are in Asia: GRACE TO 
YOU AND PEACE from Him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the SEVEN SPIRITS who are before His 
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
the firstborn from the dead, and the RULER OVER THE KINGS 
OF THE EARTH. To Him who loved us and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood, and has made us KINGS AND PRIESTS to 
His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen.
‘Behold, HE IS COMING with clouds, and every eye will see 
Him, even they who pierced Him. And ALL THE TRIBES OF THE 
EARTH WILL MOURN because of Him. Even so, Amen.
‘“I am the ALPHA AND THE OMEGA, the Beginning 
and the End,” says the Lord, “WHO IS AND WHO WAS AND 
WHO IS TO COME, the Almighty.”’ 

(Rev. 1:4-8)



Who is Revelation for?

• First-century Christians
• 21st-century Christians
• Revelation is a book of hope!
• If you think God has lost the plot –
• THIS BOOK IS FOR YOU!



What we will be talking about

• Structure
• Time periods
• Numbers
• Symbols
• The main themes of Revelation



Structure



Eight Scenes depicting the 
Church age
1. The Church in the World – letters to churches (Rev. 1:9-

3:22)
2. Suffering for the Church – the seven seals (Rev. 4:1-8:1)
3. Warning for the World – the seven trumpets (Rev. 8:2-11:18)
4. The drama of history – seven visions (Rev. 11:19-15:4)
5. Punishment for the World – the seven bowls (Rev. 15:-16:21)
6. Babylon the whore – her rule and destruction (Rev. 17:1-

19:21)
7. The drama behind history – the Millennium (Rev. 20: 1-10)
8. Final judgment and the appearance of the Bride (Rev. 21:9-

22:19)



The Eight Scenes

• Other than the first and the last, the scenes cover the 
same events from different points of view
• They cover the same period of history – the Church age
• Starting with the cross and resurrection of Jesus
• Ending with the last judgment and the end of the world

• The first scene consists of letters to the seven churches
• Characteristic of the Church in every age
• Jesus knows who they are and is deeply committed to them

• The last scene covers the final judgment and the 
appearance of the Bride
• We all form part of the Bride in union with Christ forever 



Time periods



Time periods in the Bible

• The Bible characterises the end times in various different 
ways:
• 3½ days
• 3 ½ years
• 42 months
• 1,260 days
• Time, times and half a time

• They all refer to the same time period 
• Beginning with the Abomination of Desolation
• Ending with the great Day of the Lord

• Jesus referred to this time as the Great Tribulation (Matt. 
24:15, 21)
• When you see the abomination of desolation set up in the Holy 

Place
• There will be GREAT TRIBULATION



The Abomination of Desolation
‘And from the time that the daily sacrifice is taken away, and 
the abomination of desolation is set up, there shall be one 
thousand two hundred and ninety days’ (Daniel 12:11)
• So the Abomination of Desolation means when the daily 

sacrifice is taken away
• The daily sacrifice was taken away once and for all when the 

Temple was destroyed in the sack of Jerusalem in AD70
• But the heart went out of the daily sacrifices when Jesus was 

crucified and the veil of the Temple was torn from top to bottom 
(Matt. 27:51)

• So the Great Tribulation starts then and ends with the Day of 
the Lord
• It covers the whole of the Church age
• These are also known as the end times
• So we are in the Great Tribulation now



What about the Millennium?
• The Millennium starts with Satan 

bound (Rev. 20:1-3)
• The saints reign with Christ a 

thousand years (Rev. 20: 4-6)
• This is the ‘first resurrection’

• Satan is then released (Rev. 20:7-
10)
• There is an almighty battle
• Satan is cast into the Lake of Fire

• Then comes the White Throne 
judgment (Rev. 20:11-15)
• This is the ‘second death’

• ‘Blessed and holy is he who has 
part in the first resurrection. Over 
such the second death has no 
power’ (Rev. 20:6)

• This happens with the cross and 
resurrection

• This is the period also known as 
the Great Tribulation, the end 
times or the Church age

• This is the great Day of the Lord

• God’s enemies defeated

• We have nothing to fear from the 
second death.



Numbers



Numbers in the Bible
Number What it means

2 The number of witness (‘By the mouth of two witnesses…’)

3 The number of God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit)

4 The number of the Earth (four corners, North, South, East and West)

7 The number of perfection

6 The number of man, always falling short

666 The number of the Beast; man’s frustration that, no matter how hard he 
tries, he cannot reach perfection independently of God

12 The number of God’s government (12 apostles, 12 tribes)

24 God’s government in Old & New Testament viewed as a whole; history as 
a whole

1,000 A great number; multitudes

144,000 God’s people in every age (12 apostles x 12 tribes x multitudes)



Symbols



Symbols we use every day
Symbol: The reality it points to:

No.10 The prime minister and his staff.

Westminster Parliament; the political system centred on Westminster; MP’s and their 
staffs.

Whitehall The machinery of government and the Civil Service.

Brussels The Commission, the Parliament, the whole governing apparatus of the 
European Union.

The Olympic movement; the four-yearly Olympic Games.

The exit sign points to the reality. Nobody ever walked through an exit 
sign.

Heaven for petrol heads.



Symbols in Revelation
Symbol: The reality it points to:
Babel & Babylon The world system controlled by the Beast from the Earth; 

personified by the Great Whore.
The dragon The devil. Also known as the serpent.

The beast from the sea Political and economic powers under the control of the dragon.

The beast from the earth False religion that advocates for ungodly government. Alias the false prophet

The mark of the 
beast

Whose mark you bear signifies who you belong to. If you belong to 
Christ, you cannot take the mark of the beast.

The two witnesses The Church and its witness throughout the Church age. 

The sea Generally the nations and their peoples, who are not under the 
government of God. 

The great white 
throne

The Last Judgment. Jesus paid the price for all our sin at the cross, 
so we have nothing to fear.

Thrones generally Thrones signify authority. In Revelation 4, the Lamb is shown 
seated on the throne.

The woman and the 
man child.

The Church and the Christ in an allegory of the Church age.



The main themes of 
Revelation



The introduction says it all

‘John, to the SEVEN CHURCHES which are in Asia: GRACE TO 
YOU AND PEACE from Him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the SEVEN SPIRITS who are before His 
throne, and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
the firstborn from the dead, and the RULER OVER THE KINGS 
OF THE EARTH. To Him who loved us and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood, and has made us KINGS AND PRIESTS to 
His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen.
‘Behold, HE IS COMING with clouds, and every eye will see 
Him, even they who pierced Him. And ALL THE TRIBES OF THE 
EARTH WILL MOURN because of Him. Even so, Amen.
‘“I am the ALPHA AND THE OMEGA, the Beginning 
and the End,” says the Lord, “WHO IS AND WHO WAS AND 
WHO IS TO COME, the Almighty.”’ 

(Rev. 1:4-8)



What is Revelation about?
• The cry of the martyrs (Rev. 6:10):
• ‘How long, O Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge 

our blood on those who dwell on the earth?’

• What to expect as a Christian (John 16:33)
• ‘These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have 

PEACE.
• In the world you will have TRIBULATION; 
• But be of good CHEER, 
• I have OVERCOME the world’

• Patient endurance and hope (Rom. 5:3-5)
• ‘…we also glory in tribulations, knowing that TRIBULATION 

produces PERSEVERANCE; and perseverance, CHARACTER; 
and character, HOPE. Now hope does not disappoint…’



What is Revelation about (2)
• Our hope is eternal (II Cor. 4:16-17):

• ‘Therefore we DO NOT LOSE HEART. Even though our outward 
man is PERISHING, yet the inward man is being RENEWED day by 
day. For our LIGHT AFFLICTION… is working for us a FAR MORE 
EXCEEDING AND ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY. 

• God’s Lordship over history (Psalm 2:1-4):
‘Why do the nations rage, and the people plot a vain thing? …He 
who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The Lord shall hold them in 
derision.’
• ‘Relax – I’ve got this!’

• Where are we sitting? 
• ‘But God… made us ALIVE TOGETHER WITH CHRIST … and 

raised us up together, and made us SIT TOGETHER IN THE 
HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST JESUS…’ (Eph. 2:4-6)

• We need to see ourselves working from Heaven towards 
Earth, not on Earth trying to engage Heaven in our struggles.



Why is it all taking so long?

• It’s all about the wheat and the tares (Matt. 13:24-30; 
36-43)
• God sows GOOD SEED
• The enemy sows TARES (ie, weeds)
• The labourers say PULL UP THE TARES!
• God says no, LEAVE THEM until the TIME OF HARVEST

• We don’t want to pull up the good stuff by mistake
• When HARVEST comes, the TARES will be burned, and the 

WHEAT gathered into My barn

• He’s talking about the Church age
• The key point is nobody knows which is which (or who 

is who) until the time of the end



How will it end?

• The Day of the Lord (I Thess. 5:2)
• ‘For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so 

comes as a thief in the night’
• But it’s not just about one Day of the Lord at the end of 

history
• It’s lots of mini-days of the Lord as God brings down different 

empires:
• Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome…
• …and on into the present day

• But there will be one final climactic Day of the Lord
• Then what? (Rev. 21:2)

• ‘Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband’



‘Surely I am coming quickly’ Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus!


